
 

   
 

 
 
2026 Nike Community Impact Fund for the Pacific NW Area:   GUIDELINES 
 
The Nike Community Impact Fund (NCIF) takes a collaborative approach to grant making by partnering with the 
Oregon Community Foundation and Nike employees to participate in the grant-making process and directly 
impact the local communities where they live and work 
 
Nike is powering the future of youth sport – with the vision of an active, inclusive world that inspires all youth to 
play and achieve their greatest potential.  Nike is focused on providing quality coaching, engaging more girls in 
sport/physical activity and addressing societal barriers that keep too many youth on the sidelines.   
 
NCIF helps local organizations and schools bring the benefits of sport to their communities, giving kids an 
opportunity to enjoy the benefits of quality play and active lives, and creating stronger communities where sports 
and physical activity are a highly valued part of everyday life.   
 
Timeline: 

• Application process opens:  January 8, 2026 
• Application process closes:  February 16, 2026  
• OCF/Nike hosts free webinar for grantseekers:  January 21, 2026 
• Grant payments disbursed: Week of May 25, 2026 

 
Funding Priorities: 

• Grant awards to support projects that get more kids active through sport or other physical activities. 
 
Award Amounts: 

• Awards will range from $5,000 to $25,000 each 
 

Organizational Requirements: 
• Applications are accepted from organizations that are a 501(c)(3) public charity; an IRC 7871 Federally 

Recognized Indian Tribe; or a government entity. 
• Organizations must be requesting funds to serve at least one of the following ten counties: Multnomah, 

Clackamas, Washington, Yamhill, Columbia, Linn, Benton, Marion, and Polk Counties in Oregon and Clark 
County in SW Washington.   

 
Strong Proposals: 

• Intentionally serve communities of color with a board and staff who are representative of those 
communities. 

• Aligned with Nike’s priority to get more kids active through sport or other physical activities. 
• Funding priority may be given to organizations providing quality coaching, engaging more girls in 

sport/physical activity and addressing societal barriers that keep too many youth on the sidelines. 
o Free coach training resources:  https://www.nike.com/coaching 

• Employ a creative approach to, or a proven method for, addressing local needs. 
• Reflect careful planning, clear goals, and a plan for sustainability for the project. 
• Include a reasonable project budget. 

https://www.nike.com/coaching


 

   
 

• Request an amount proportionate to the likely impact of the community.   
• Articulate a clear need, such as requesting support for a Title 1 school. 
• Receive support from a variety of sources that may include dollars, in-kind donations, or partnerships.  
• Funding priority will be given to projects that have not received an NCIF grant in the past 24 months. 

 
Requests Not Funded: 

• Organizations that discriminate based on age, ethnicity/race, political affiliation, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identity, physical or other disability, or national origin. 

• Projects that do not serve one of the ten counties, outlined above.  
• Individual support (including scholarships, stipends, fellowships, and personal assistance) 
• Group or individual travel. 
• Research projects. 
• Sponsorship of fundraising events. 
• Support for elite or private sports camps, programs, or teams. 
• One day events, unless the focus of the project is on program(s) leading up to a culminating event. 
• Endowments, memorials, budget deficits, or fundraising activities. 
• Religious organizations whose programs do not have a secular and community focus. 
• Lobbying, political, or fraternal activities. 
• Capital projects unless Nike’s award would be the final funding needed. 
• Projects and events that occur prior to the Nike grant award (refer to grant disbursement date). 
• Organizations that have received a Nike Community Impact Fund grant in the past two years. 

 
Frequency of Application: 

• You may apply for one grant per NCIF funding cycle.  
• You may receive only one grant per year from NCIF. 
• If declined, you may resubmit the same project to NCIF only if key project components have been 

strengthened. 
• Applying to NCIF does not preclude you from applying to other OCF grant programs. 

 
Grantee Reporting: 
The following information will be due via email to OCF-NikeFund@oregoncf.org by one year after fund 
disbursement: 

• Number of students/youth served, by gender and age, during the funding period. 
• Any significant changes to the project since your application. 
• A story: be it large or small, please share an impact, something you learned or something that changed for 

participants. 
 
Customer Service: 
For questions regarding the grant request form or NCIF program, please e-mail: 
 OCF-NikeFund@OregonCF.org.  Please allow two working days for a response. 
 
For questions about this grant platform or any technical issues, please e-mail: 
 grants@oregoncf.org.  Please allow two working days for a response.   
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